PREFACE1
WHATEVER view we may take of recent
events in India and of the forces
that inspire them, it is evident we are
now confronted with a crisis in her
history, a crisis none the less serious
because it is long drawn out. The
questions at issue relate not merely to
details but to the fundamental structure
of the Government. The ebb or flow of
popular feeling, the sympathy or the
reverse with which popular aspirations
may be received, may cause fluctuations
in the onward movement; but that India's
demand for self-government must increase
steadily in strength, none who look at the
underlying causes can for a moment doubt.
The problem before us is how to guide
and control that movement, and above all
things how to understand it. And to
understand it, it is necessary also to under-
stand the system of government against
which it is a protest, and which, in fact,
is in some sense responsible for its birth,
That system is a bureaucracy, perhaps the